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refugees flocked west to seek refuge in Europe. Those refugees brought books that helped spark
an interest in antiquity that fueled the Italian Renaissance and essentially put an end to the
Middle Ages altogether. The Fall of Constantinople traces the history of the formation of the
Ottoman Empire, the siege that toppled the city, and the dissolution of the Byzantine Empire.
Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about the fall
of Constantinople like never before, in no time at all.
Suleiman the Magnificent André Clot 2012-02-13 Suleiman the Magnificent, most glorious of the
Ottoman sultans, kept Europe atremble for nearly half a century. In a few years he led his army
as far as the gates of Vienna, made himself master of the Mediterranean and established his
court in Baghdad. Faced with this redoubtable champion, who regarded it as his duty to extend
the boundaries of Islam farther and farther, the Christian world struggled to unite against him.
'The Shadow of God on Earth', but also an expert politician and all-powerful despot, Suleiman
ruled the state firmly with the help of his viziers. He extended the borders of the empire beyond
what any of the Ottoman sultans had achieved, yet it is primarily as a lawgiver that he is
remembered in Turkish history. His empire held dominion over three continents populated by
more than thirty million inhabitants, among whom nearly all of the races and religions of
mankind were represented. Prospering under a well-directed, authoritarian economy, Suleiman's
reign marked the apogee of Ottoman power. City and country alike experienced unprecedented
economic and demographic growth. Istanbul was the largest city in the world, enjoying a
remarkable renaissance of arts and letters; a mighty capital, it was the seat of the Seraglio and
dark intrigue. 'Clot's informed and intelligent study is to be commended ... Brings back to life a
man, an empire and an era.' Digest of Middle East Studies 'Excellent ... The best book from
which to gain an introduction to Suleiman's era.' Middle East Journal
1453 Roger Crowley 2006-08-16 Now in trade paperback, a gripping exploration of the fall of
Constantinople and its connection to the world we live in today The fall of Constantinople in
1453 signaled a shift in history, and the end of the Byzantium Empire. Roger Crowley's readable
and comprehensive account of the battle between Mehmed II, sultan of the Ottoman Empire, and
Constantine XI, the 57th emperor of Byzantium, illuminates the period in history that was a
precursor to the current jihad between the West and the Middle East.
Constantinople, 1453 David Nicolle 2005 This title details the epic four-month siege of the city of
Constantinople, last vestige of the once mighty Roman and Byzantine Empires. Mehmet 'The
Conqueror' led an army of 80,000 men with a massive siege train against the city. Defending
were a mere 10,000 men under the Emperor Constantine XI. The Turkish artillery battered the
ancient city walls mercilessly, levelling a large section. A gallant defence held off the massive
Turkish assault for several hours. Refusing appeals to flee, Constantine returned to the breaches
and fought until overwhelmed and killed. Thus died the last Emperor of the Byzantines and with
him his once glorious empire. David Nicolle examines one of the most famous military
encounters in history, which marked the final demise of the Roman/Byzantine Empire.
Burnside's Bridge John Cannon 2000-03-07 The stone bridge on the southern flank of the
Antietam battlefield became one of the Civil War's most powerful symbols of courage and
sacrifice. Each stage of the battle is described by extracts from memoirs and diaries of the time,
with details of the area as it was in 1862 and as it is today.
Daily Life in the Byzantine Empire Marcus Louis Rautman 2006 Discusses daily life in the
Byzantine Empire, examining such topics as housing, clothing, food, medicine, religion, law, and
folk tales.
The Fall of Constantinople David Nicolle 2007-05-22 Byzantium was the last bastion of the
Roman Empire following the fall of the Western Roman Empire. It fought for survival for eight
centuries until, in the mid-15th century, the emperor Constantine XI ruled just a handful of
whittled down territories, an empire in name and tradition only. This lavishly illustrated book
chronicles the history of Byzantium, the evolution of the defenses of Constantinople and the epic
siege of the city, which saw a force of 80,000 men repelled by a small group of determined
defenders until the Turks smashed the city's protective walls with artillery. Regarded by some as
the tragic end of the Roman Empire, and by others as the belated suppression of an aging relic
by an ambitious young state, the impact of the capitulation of the city resonated through the
centuries and heralded the rapid rise of the Islamic Ottoman Empire.
War and Peace in the Western Political Imagination Roger Manning 2016-03-10 The study
of war in all periods of prehistory and recorded history has always commanded the attention of
historians, dramatists, poets and artists. The study of peace has, however, not yet gained a
comparable readership, and the subject is attracting an increasing amount of scholarly research.
This volume presents the first work of academic research to tackle this imbalance head on. It
looks at war and peace through the ages, from the Classical world through to the 18th century.
It considers the nature and advocacy of war and peace both from an historical perspective but
also a philosophical one, particularly looking at how universal peace, which began as a personal
philosophy, became over the centuries a political philosophy that underpins much of modern
society's attitudes towards warfare and militarism. Roger Manning begins his journey through
history by looking at the Greek martial ethos and philosophical concepts of peace and war in the
ancient world; moving through the Roman empire's military advances, he explores the concepts
of war and peace in the medieval world and the Renaissance, with the writing of Machiavelli and
Erasmus; finally, his account of the search for a science of peace in the 17th and 18th centuries
brings the book to its conclusion.
The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453 Marios Philippides 2017-05-02 This major study
is a comprehensive scholarly work on a key moment in the history of Europe, the fall of
Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. The result of years of research, it presents all
available sources along with critical evaluations of these narratives. The authors have consulted
texts in all relevant languages, both those that remain only in manuscript and others that have
been printed, often in careless and inferior editions. Attention is also given to 'folk history' as it
evolved over centuries, producing prominent myths and folktales in Greek, medieval Russian,
Italian, and Turkish folklore. Part I, The Pen, addresses the complex questions introduced by this
myriad of original literature and secondary sources.
The End of Byzantium Jonathan Harris 2011-01-25 By 1400, the once-mighty Byzantine Empire
stood on the verge of destruction. Most of its territories had been lost to the Ottoman Turks, and
Constantinople was under close blockade. Against all odds, Byzantium lingered on for another
fifty years until 1453, when the Ottomans dramatically toppled the capital's walls. During this
bleak and uncertain time, ordinary Byzantines faced difficult decisions to protect their
livelihoods and families against the death throes of their homeland. In this evocative and moving
book, Jonathan Harris explores individual stories of diplomatic maneuverings, covert defiance,
and sheer luck against a backdrop of major historical currents and offers a new perspective on
the real reasons behind the fall of this extraordinarily fascinating empire.
Istanbul Bettany Hughes 2017-01-26 Istanbul has always been a place where stories and
histories collide and crackle, where the idea is as potent as the historical fact. From the Qu'ran
to Shakespeare, this city with three names - Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul - resonates as
an idea and a place, and overspills its boundaries - real and imagined. Standing as the gateway
between the East and West, it has served as the capital of the Roman, Byzantine, Latin and
Ottoman Empires. For much of its history it was known simply as The City, but, as Bettany
Hughes reveals, Istanbul is not just a city, but a story. In this epic new biography, Hughes takes
us on a dazzling historical journey through the many incarnations of one of the world's greatest

The Fall of Constantinople 1453 Steven Runciman 1965 While their victory ensured the
Turks' survival, the conquest of Constantinople marked the end of Byzantine civilization for the
Greeks, by triggering the scholarly exodus that caused an influx of Classical studies into the
European Renaissance.
The Great Betrayal Ernle Bradford 2014-04-01 An engrossing chronicle of the Fourth Crusade
and the fall of the Holy Roman Empire, from the bestselling author of Thermopylae. At the dawn
of the thirteenth century, Constantinople stood as the bastion of Christianity in Eastern Europe.
The capital city of the Byzantine Empire, it was a center of art, culture, and commerce that had
commanded trading routes between Asia, Russia, and Europe for hundreds of years. But in 1204,
the city suffered a devastating attack that would spell the end of the Holy Roman Empire. The
army of the Fourth Crusade had set out to reclaim Jerusalem, but under the sway of their
Venetian patrons, the crusaders diverted from their path in order to lay siege to Constantinople.
With longstanding tensions between the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches, the
crusaders set arms against their Christian neighbors, destroying a vital alliance between Eastern
and Western Rome. In The Great Betrayal, historian Ernle Bradford brings to life this powerful
tale of envy and greed, demonstrating the far-reaching consequences this siege would have
across Europe for centuries to come.
Holy War Jack Hight 2013-05-23 In HOLY WAR, the final book of the Saladin Trilogy, telling the
story of the legendary war leader who united Arabia, Saladin recaptures Jerusalem from the
Crusaders, and prepares for his ultimate battle against Richard the Lionheart. A full-blooded
historical adventure novel for all fans of Conn Iggulden, Bernard Cornwell, Anthony Riches, Ben
Kane, Robyn Young and Simon Scarrow.While Saladin ruthlessly sets about uniting the whole of
Arabia under his rule, the Kingdom of Jerusalem is torn apart by treachery and intrigue, and
when the murderous knight Reynald of Chatillon raids a caravan heading from Damascus to
Mecca and rapes Saladin's sister, the scene is set for war. In June 1187, Saladin marches into
the Kingdom with an army of over 24,000 and imposes a crushing defeat on the Crusader forces
at the Horns of Hattin. It is only a matter of time before he marches on a panicked and
demoralized Jerusalem. But what about Saladin's longtime ally, the Saxon knight John of
Tatewic? In the face of annihilation, is he friend or foe? It will take all John's knowledge of the
man he calls his brother to negotiate a peaceful fate for Jerusalem - but this is not the end of the
story. For in England the soon-to-be crowned King Richard has pledged revenge and a new
Crusade . . .
Constantinople Philip Mansel 2011-11-10 Philip Mansel's highly acclaimed history absorbingly
charts the interaction between the vibrantly cosmopolitan capital of Constantinople - the city of
the world's desire - and its ruling family. In 1453, Mehmed the Conqueror entered
Constantinople on a white horse, beginning an Ottoman love affair with the city that lasted until
1924, when the last Caliph hurriedly left on the Orient Express. For almost five centuries
Constantinople, with its enormous racial and cultural diversity, was the centre of the dramatic
and often depraved story of an extraordinary dynasty.
The Pursuit of Power Richard J. Evans 2016-09-01 ECONOMIST BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2016 'A
scintillating, encyclopaedic history, rich in detail from the arcane to the familiar... a veritable
tour de force' Richard Overy, New Statesman 'Transnational history at its finest ... .. social,
political and cultural themes swirl together in one great canvas of immense detail and beauty'
Gerard DeGroot, The Times 'Dazzlingly erudite and entertaining' Dominic Sandbrook, The
Sunday Times A masterpiece which brings to life an extraordinarly turbulent and dramatic era of
revolutionary change. The Pursuit of Power draws on a lifetime of thinking about nineteenthcentury Europe to create an extraordinarily rich, surprising and entertaining panorama of a
continent undergoing drastic transformation. The book aims to reignite the sense of wonder that
permeated this remarkable era, as rulers and ruled navigated overwhelming cultural, political
and technological changes. It was a time where what was seen as modern with amazing speed
appeared old-fashioned, where huge cities sprang up in a generation, new European countries
were created and where, for the first time, humans could communicate almost instantly over
thousands of miles. In the period bounded by the Battle of Waterloo and the outbreak of World
War I, Europe dominated the rest of the world as never before or since: this book breaks new
ground by showing how the continent shaped, and was shaped by, its interactions with other
parts of the globe. Richard Evans explores fully the revolutions, empire-building and wars that
marked the nineteenth century, but the book is about so much more, whether it is illness,
serfdom, religion or philosophy. The Pursuit of Power is a work by a historian at the height of his
powers: essential for anyone trying to understand Europe, then or now.
The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam Jonathan Riley-Smith 2011 Claiming that many in the
West lack a thorough understanding of crusading, Jonathan Riley-Smith explains why and where
the Crusades were fought, identifies their architects, and shows how deeply their language and
imagery were embedded in popular Catholic thought and devotional life.
Lost to the West Lars Brownworth 2009-09-15 Filled with unforgettable stories of emperors,
generals, and religious patriarchs, as well as fascinating glimpses into the life of the ordinary
citizen, Lost to the West reveals how much we owe to the Byzantine Empire that was the equal of
any in its achievements, appetites, and enduring legacy. For more than a millennium, Byzantium
reigned as the glittering seat of Christian civilization. When Europe fell into the Dark Ages,
Byzantium held fast against Muslim expansion, keeping Christianity alive. Streams of wealth
flowed into Constantinople, making possible unprecedented wonders of art and architecture.
And the emperors who ruled Byzantium enacted a saga of political intrigue and conquest as
astonishing as anything in recorded history. Lost to the West is replete with stories of
assassination, mass mutilation and execution, sexual scheming, ruthless grasping for power, and
clashing armies that soaked battlefields with the blood of slain warriors numbering in the tens of
thousands.
The Fall of Constantinople Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-02-04 *Includes pictures.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading. In terms of geopolitics, perhaps the most seminal
event of the Middle Ages was the successful Ottoman siege of Constantinople in 1453. The city
had been an imperial capital as far back as the 4th century, when Constantine the Great shifted
the power center of the Roman Empire there, effectively establishing two almost equally
powerful halves of antiquity's greatest empire. Constantinople would continue to serve as the
capital of the Byzantine Empire even after the Western half of the Roman Empire collapsed in
the late 5th century. Naturally, the Ottoman Empire would also use Constantinople as the capital
of its empire after their conquest effectively ended the Byzantine Empire, and thanks to its
strategic location, it has been a trading center for years and remains one today under the
Turkish name of Istanbul. The end of the Byzantine Empire had a profound effect not only on the
Middle East but Europe as well. Constantinople had played a crucial part in the Crusades, and
the fall of the Byzantines meant that the Ottomans now shared a border with Europe. The
Islamic empire was viewed as a threat by the predominantly Christian continent to their west,
and it took little time for different European nations to start clashing with the powerful Turks. In
fact, the Ottomans would clash with Russians, Austrians, Venetians, Polish, and more before
collapsing as a result of World War I, when they were part of the Central powers. The Ottoman
conquest of Constantinople also played a decisive role in fostering the Renaissance in Western
Europe. The Byzantine Empire's influence had helped ensure that it was the custodian of various
ancient texts, most notably from the ancient Greeks, and when Constantinople fell, Byzantine
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cities. As the longest-lived political entity in Europe, over the last 6,000 years Istanbul has
absorbed a mosaic of micro-cities and cultures all gathering around the core. At the latest count
archaeologists have measured forty-two human habitation layers. Phoenicians, Genoese,
Venetians, Jews, Vikings, Azeris all called a patch of this earth their home. Based on meticulous
research and new archaeological evidence, this captivating portrait of the momentous life of
Istanbul is visceral, immediate and scholarly narrative history at its finest.
The Theft of India Roy Moxham 2016-11-10 In the three centuries that followed Vasco da Gama's
discovery of the sea route from Europe to India, European powers made a beeline for India's
fabled riches, its spices, gold and gems. Though they ostensibly came for trade and commerce,
and the thrill of discovering a new land, the lines between exploration and exploitation soon
blurred. The Theft of India documents the intense rivalry for spoils that played out between the
British, the French, the Dutch and the Portuguese, and the impact this had on the Indians. Roy
Moxham's work, though, is no dry study of textual materials. He supplements these accounts
with an exhaustive study of academic works on the subject. The result is an unflattering picture
of the 'civilized' West as it systematically strips India of its riches. The Theft of India is a
nuanced, important and highly readable addition to the study of imperialism and its
dehumanizing effects on the colonized.
War and Peace in Islam Ibrahim Kalin 2013 War and Peace in Islam: The Uses and Abuses of
Jihad aims to reveal the real meaning of jihad and to rectify many of the misunderstandings that
surround both it and Islam's relation with the 'Other'.
Ghost Empire Richard Fidler 2016-08-01 'A brilliant reconstruction of the saga of power, glory,
invasion and decay that is the one-thousand year story of Constantinople. A truly marvellous
book.' - Simon Winchester In 2014, Richard Fidler and his son Joe made a journey to Istanbul.
Fired by Richard's passion for the rich history of the dazzling Byzantine Empire - centred around
the legendary Constantinople - we are swept into some of the most extraordinary tales in history.
The clash of civilisations, the fall of empires, the rise of Christianity, revenge, lust, murder.
Turbulent stories from the past are brought vividly to life at the same time as a father navigates
the unfolding changes in his relationship with his son. GHOST EMPIRE is a revelation: a
beautifully written ode to a lost civilization, and a warmly observed father-son adventure far
from home.
Accursed Tower Roger Crowley 2020-08-04
Lords of the Horizons Jason Goodwin 2011-01-11 ‘Perhaps the most readable history ever
written’ Time Out Lords of the Horizons charts the Ottoman Empire's swirling epic history;
dramatic — detailed and alive — a journey, and a world all in one. The Ottoman Empire has long
exerted a strong pull on Western minds and hearts. For over six hundred years the Empire
swelled and declined; rising from a dusty fiefdom in the foothills of Anatolia to a power which
ruled over the Danube and the Euphrates with the richest court in Europe. But its decline was
prodigious, protracted, and total. ‘A fascinating read...a perfect companion for anyone who visits
Turkey and wants to make sense of it’ The Times
The Enemy at the Gate Andrew Wheatcroft 2009-04-28 In 1683, an Ottoman army that
stretched from horizon to horizon set out to seize the “Golden Apple,” as Turks referred to
Vienna. The ensuing siege pitted battle-hardened Janissaries wielding seventeenth-century
grenades against Habsburg armies, widely feared for their savagery. The walls of Vienna bristled
with guns as the besieging Ottoman host launched bombs, fired cannons, and showered the
populace with arrows during the battle for Christianity's bulwark. Each side was sustained by
the hatred of its age-old enemy, certain that victory would be won by the grace of God. The
Great Siege of Vienna is the centerpiece for historian Andrew Wheatcroft's richly drawn portrait
of the centuries-long rivalry between the Ottoman and Habsburg empires for control of the
European continent. A gripping work by a master historian, The Enemy at the Gate offers a
timely examination of an epic clash of civilizations.
City of Fortune Roger Crowley 2012-01-24 “The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible
story and [Roger] Crowley, with his rousing descriptive gifts and scholarly attention to detail, is
its perfect chronicler.”—The Financial Times The New York Times bestselling author of Empires
of the Sea charts Venice’s astounding five-hundred-year voyage to the pinnacle of power in an
epic story that stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. City of Fortune
traces the full arc of the Venetian imperial saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which
culminates in the sacking of Constantinople in 1204, to the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503,
which sees the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the
Mediterranean. In between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance, during which a
tiny city of “lagoon dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth. Drawing on firsthand
accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a
vivid picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under their
dominion. From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam,
Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are
still being felt today. “[Crowley] writes with a racy briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off
the page.”—The New York Times “Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with
Wordsworthian sympathy, supplemented by impressive learning and infectious
enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
Ottoman Law of War and Peace Viorel Panaite 2019-07-29 Viorel Panaite analyzes the status
of tribute-payers from the north of the Danube with reference to Ottoman law of war and peace,
focusing on the legal and political methods applied to extend the pax ottomanica system over
Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania.
Mapping the Ottomans Palmira Brummett 2015-05-19 This book examines how Ottomans were
mapped in the narrative and visual imagination of early modern Europe's Christian kingdoms.
The Great Siege Ernle Bradford 2010-04 Suleiman the Magnificent, the most powerful ruler in
the world, was determined to conquer Europe. Only one thing stood in his way: a dot of an island
in the Mediterranean called Malta, occupied by the Knights of St. John, the cream of the
warriors of the Holy Roman Empire. A clash of civilizations was shaping up the likes of which
had not been seen since Persia invaded Greece. Determined to capture Malta and use its port to
launch operations against Europe, Suleiman sent an armada and an overwhelming army. A few
thousand defenders in Fort St. Elmo fought to the last man, enduring cruel hardships. When they
captured the fort the Turks took no prisoners and mutilated the defenders' bodies. Grand Master
La Vallette of the Knights reciprocated by decapitating his Turkish prisoners and using their
heads to cannonade the enemy. Then the battle for Malta began in earnest: no quarter asked;
none given. The Siege of Malta is not merely a gripping tale of brutality, courage, and tenacity,
but the saga of two mighty civilizations struggling for domination of the known world.
Peace Treaties and International Law in European History Randall Lesaffer 2004-08-19 In the
formation of the modern law of nations, peace treaties played a pivotal role. Many basic
principles and rules that governed and still govern relations between states were introduced and
elaborated in the great peace treaties from the Renaissance onwards. Nevertheless, until
recently few scholars have studied these primary sources of the law of nations from a juridical
perspective. In this edited collection, specialists from all over Europe, including legal and
diplomatic historians, international lawyers and an International Relations theorist, analyse
peace treaty practice from the late fifteenth century to the Peace of Versailles of 1919.
Important emphasis is given to the doctrinal debate about peace treaties and the influence of
older, Roman and medieval concepts on modern practices. This book goes back further in time
beyond the epochal Peace of Treaties of Westphalia of 1648 and this broader perspective allows
for a reassessment of the role of the sovereign state in the modern international legal order.
Conquerors Roger Crowley 2015-12-01 In Conquerors, New York Times bestselling author
Roger Crowley gives us the epic story of the emergence of Portugal, a small, poor nation that
enjoyed a century of maritime supremacy thanks to the daring and navigational skill of its
explorers—a tactical advantage no other country could match. Portugal’s discovery of a sea
route to India, campaign of imperial conquest over Muslim rulers, and domination of the spice
trade would forever disrupt the Mediterranean and build the first global economy. Crowley relies
on letters and eyewitness testimony to tell the story of tiny Portugal’s rapid and breathtaking
rise to power. Conquerors reveals the Império Português in all of its splendor and ferocity,
bringing to life the personalities of the enterprising and fanatical house of Aviz. Figures such as
King Manuel “the Fortunate,” João II “the Perfect Prince,” marauding governor Afonso de
Albuquerque, and explorer Vasco da Gama juggled their private ambitions and the public aims of
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the empire, often suffering astonishing losses in pursuit of a global fortune. Also central to the
story of Portugal’s ascent was its drive to eradicate Islamic culture and establish a Christian
empire in the Indian Ocean. Portuguese explorers pushed deep into the African continent in
search of the mythical Christian king Prester John, and they ruthlessly besieged Indian port
cities in their attempts to monopolize trade. The discovery of a route to India around the horn of
Africa was not only a brilliant breakthrough in navigation but heralded a complete upset of the
world order. For the next century, no European empire was more ambitious, no rulers more
rapacious than the kings of Portugal. In the process they created the first long-range maritime
empire and set in motion the forces of globalization that now shape our world. At Crowley’s
hand, the complete story of the Portuguese empire and the human cost of its ambition can finally
be told. Praise for Conquerors “Excellent . . . Crowley’s interpretations are nuanced and
fair.”—The Christian Science Monitor “In a riveting narrative, Crowley chronicles Portugal's
horrifically violent trajectory from ‘impoverished, marginal’ nation to European power, vying
with Spain and Venice to dominate the spice trade.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Brings to
life the Portuguese explorers . . . perfect for anyone who likes a high seas tale.”—Publishers
Weekly “Readers of Crowley’s previous books will not be disappointed by this exciting tale of sea
battles, land campaigns and shipwrecks. . . . Crowley makes a good case for reclaiming
Portugal’s significance as forger of the first global empire.”—The Daily Telegraph “Crowley has
shown a rare gift for combining compelling narrative with lightly worn academic thoroughness
as well as for balancing the human with the geopolitical—qualities on display here. The story he
has to tell may be a thrilling one but not every historian could tell it so thrillingly.”—Michael
Prodger, Financial Times “A fast-moving and highly readable narrative . . . [Crowley’s] detailed
reconstruction of events is based on a close reading of the works of the chroniclers, notably
Barros and Correa, whose accounts were written in the tradition of the chronicles of
chivalry.”—History Today
Eagle Jack Hight 2011-03-17 'Salah ad-Din, or Saladin as he is known to the Franks, was a Kurd,
the son of despised people, and yet he became Sultan of Egypt and Syria. He united the peoples
of Allah, recaptured Jerusalem, and drove the Crusaders to the very edge of the sea. He battled,
and in the end tamed King Richard the Lionheart, who well deserved his savage name. He was a
great man, the greatest man that I ever knew, but when I first met him, he was only a skinny
child . . .' The Chronicle of Yahya al-Dimashq But alongside the legend of Saladin there is
another story. When the Crusader army is routed beneath the walls of Damascus in 1148, a
young Saxon named John is captured and enslaved. He is bought by Yusuf, a slight, bookish boy,
for the price of a pair of sandals. And so begins the story of two enemies brought together by
fate and of a friendship that will change the face of the Holy Land. Timid Yusuf will grow up to
become the warrior Saladin, nicknamed 'the Eagle'; John will first teach his young master the art
of war, before returning west to serve first the King of Jerusalem and then King Richard himself.
From spectacular set-piece battles to the political manoeuvrings of the corrupt Crusader court,
from the brutality of single combat to the sophistication of Islamic life, this is the first in a
remarkable trilogy that will chart the story of the greatest leader the Middle East has ever
known.
The Butterfly Mosque G. Willow Wilson 2010-08-01 After taking an Islamic Studies course in
Boston, G. Willow Wilson quietly found herself adopting the tenets of the religion as her own.
This intellectual and emotional exercise created a unique challenge; how could she reconcile a
devout and conservative lifestyle with the highly secular society in which she was raised? Taking
a leap of faith, Wilson accepted a position to teach English in Cairo, where her guide to the
bustling city was a student of astrophysics named Omar. Led by his passions, she discovered a
young and moderate nationalist movement that promoted both tolerance and the celebration of
identity. Omar's ideas and experiences reflected her own search for meaning and in the tangled
thicket of their differences and their similarities, an unlikely romance blossomed. Although
Wilson immersed herself in Islamic culture - learning Arabic, worshipping as a Muslim and
adopting a veil - she never rejected her Western identity. Drawing together the values of both
cultures, she began to move in the world as a liberal and outspoken Muslim woman, a curious
mixture of East and West. The Butterfly Mosque is a riveting personal account, an investigation
into what it means to have faith in our broken society. It is a rare and important insight into the
evolving relationship between the boundaries of contemporary religion and culture.
Europe Brendan Simms 2013-04-04 Half a millennium of European warfare brilliantly retold by
masterly historian Brendan Simms At the heart of Europe's history lies a puzzle. In most of the
world humankind has created enormous political frameworks, whether ancient (such as China)
or modern (such as the United States). Sprawling empires, kingdoms or republics appear to be
the norm. By contrast Europe has remained stubbornly chaotic and fractured into often
amazingly tiny pieces, with each serious attempt to unify the continent (by Charles V, Napoleon
and Hitler) thwarted. In this marvelously ambitious and exciting new book, Brendan Simms tells
the story of Europe's constantly shifting geopolitics and the peculiar circumstances that have
made it both so impossible to dominate, but also so dynamic and ferocious. It is the story of a
group of highly competitive and mutually suspicious dynasties, but also of a continent uniquely
prone to interference from 'semi-detached' elements, such as Russia, the Ottoman Empire,
Britain and (just as centrally to Simms' argument) the United States. Europe: The Struggle for
Supremacy will become the standard work on this crucial subject - and an extremely enjoyable
one. Reviews: 'This is a brilliant and beautifully written history. From the Holy Roman Empire to
the Euro, Brendan Simms shows that one of the constant preoccupations of Europeans has
always been the geography, the power and the needs of Germany. Europe is a work of
extraordinary scholarship delivered with the lightest of touches. It will be essential, absorbing
reading for anyone trying to understand both the past and the present of one of the most
productive and most dangerous continents on earth' William Shawcross 'World history is German
history, and German history is world history.This is the powerful case made by this gifted
historian of Europe, whose expansive erudition revives the proud tradition of the history of
geopolitics, and whose immanent moral sensibility reminds us that human choices made in
Berlin (and London) today about the future of Europe might be decisive for the future of the
world' Timothy Snyder (author of Bloodlands) About the author: Brendan Simms is Professor of
the History of International Relations at the University of Cambridge. His major books include
Unfinest Hour: Britain and the Destruction of Bosnia (shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize)
and Three Victories and a Defeat: The Rise and Fall of the First British Empire.
In the Wake of the Plague Norman F. Cantor 2015-03-17 The Black Death was the fourteenth
century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped out one-third of Europe's population, taking
millions of lives. The author draws together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical
research to pierce the mist and tell the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.
Natural Disasters in the Ottoman Empire Yaron Ayalon 2014-11-24 Yaron Ayalon explores the
Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its responses on a state, communal, and
individual level.
The Walls of Constantinople AD 324–1453 Stephen Turnbull 2012-08-20 The walls of
Constantinople are the greatest surviving example of European medieval military architecture in
the world. They withstood numerous sieges until being finally overcome by the artillery of
Mehmet the Conqueror in 1453, and exist today as a time capsule of Byzantine and Medieval
history. This book examines the main defensive system protecting the landward side of the city,
which consisted of three parallel walls about 5 miles long. The walls defended the city against
intruders, including Attila the Hun, before finally being breached by European knights during
the Fourth Crusade in 1204 and, ultimately, destroyed by Turkish artillery in 1453.
Byzantium and the Crusades Jonathan Harris 2014-09-25 This new edition of Byzantium and
the Crusades provides a fully-revised and updated version of Jonathan Harris's landmark text in
the field of Byzantine and crusader history. The book offers a chronological exploration of
Byzantium and the outlook of its rulers during the time of the Crusades. It argues that one of the
main keys to Byzantine interaction with Western Europe, the Crusades and the crusader states
can be found in the nature of the Byzantine Empire and the ideology which underpinned it,
rather than in any generalised hostility between the peoples. Taking recent scholarship into
account, this new edition includes an updated notes section and bibliography, as well as
significant additions to the text: - New material on the role of religious differences after 1100 - A
detailed discussion of economic, social and religious changes that took place in 12th-century
Byzantine relations with the west - In-depth coverage of Byzantium and the Crusades during the
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thrilling account of this brutal decades-long battle between Christendom and Islam for the soul
of Europe, a fast-paced tale of spiraling intensity that ranges from Istanbul to the Gates of
Gibraltar and features a cast of extraordinary characters: Barbarossa, “The King of Evil,” the
pirate who terrified Europe; the risk-taking Emperor Charles V; the Knights of St. John, the last
crusading order after the passing of the Templars; the messianic Pope Pius V; and the brilliant
Christian admiral Don Juan of Austria. This struggle’s brutal climax came between 1565 and
1571, seven years that witnessed a fight to the finish decided in a series of bloody set pieces: the
epic siege of Malta, in which a tiny band of Christian defenders defied the might of the Ottoman
army; the savage battle for Cyprus; and the apocalyptic last-ditch defense of southern Europe at
Lepanto–one of the single most shocking days in world history. At the close of this cataclysmic
naval encounter, the carnage was so great that the victors could barely sail away “because of the
countless corpses floating in the sea.” Lepanto fixed the frontiers of the Mediterranean world
that we know today. Roger Crowley conjures up a wild cast of pirates, crusaders, and religious
warriors struggling for supremacy and survival in a tale of slavery and galley warfare, desperate
bravery and utter brutality, technology and Inca gold. Empires of the Sea is page-turning
narrative history at its best–a story of extraordinary color and incident, rich in detail, full of
surprises, and backed by a wealth of eyewitness accounts. It provides a crucial context for our
own clash of civilizations.
Constantinople Roger Crowley 2009-08-06 'Engagingly fresh and vivid . . . The 21-year-old
Mehmet [the Ottoman Sultan] emerges from this book as ruthless but innovative, irascible but
versatile and, above all, indefatigable - a worthy successor to Alexander and the Roman
emperors he admired as much as any Muslim hero.' Malise Ruthven, Sunday Times In the spring
of 1453, the Ottoman Turks advanced on Constantinople in pursuit of an ancient Islamic dream:
capturing the thousand-year-old capital of Christian Byzantium. During the siege that followed, a
small band of defenders, outnumbered ten to one, confronted the might of the Ottoman army in
an epic contest fought on land, sea and underground. 'In this account of the 1453 siege, written
in crackling prose by former Istanbul resident Roger Crowley - his first book and not, I hope, his
last - we are treated to narrative history at its most enthralling.' Christopher Silvester, Daily
Express 'A vivid and readable account of the siege . . . [And] an excellent traveller's guide to how
and why Istanbul became a Muslim city.' Philip Mansel Guardian

13th century - New maps, illustrations, genealogical tables and a timeline of key dates
Byzantium and the Crusades is an important contribution to the historiography by a major
scholar in the field that should be read by anyone interested in Byzantine and crusader history.
Useful Enemies Noel Malcolm 2019-05-02 From the fall of Constantinople in 1453 until the
eighteenth century, many Western European writers viewed the Ottoman Empire with almost
obsessive interest. Typically they reacted to it with fear and distrust; and such feelings were
reinforced by the deep hostility of Western Christendom towards Islam. Yet there was also much
curiosity about the social and political system on which the huge power of the sultans was based.
In the sixteenth century, especially, when Ottoman territorial expansion was rapid and Ottoman
institutions seemed particularly robust, there was even open admiration. In this path-breaking
book Noel Malcolm ranges through these vital centuries of East-West interaction, studying all
the ways in which thinkers in the West interpreted the Ottoman Empire as a political
phenomenon - and Islam as a political religion. Useful Enemies shows how the concept of
'oriental despotism' began as an attempt to turn the tables on a very positive analysis of Ottoman
state power, and how, as it developed, it interacted with Western debates about monarchy and
government. Noel Malcolm also shows how a negative portrayal of Islam as a religion devised for
political purposes was assimilated by radical writers, who extended the criticism to all religions,
including Christianity itself. Examining the works of many famous thinkers (including
Machiavelli, Bodin, and Montesquieu) and many less well-known ones, Useful Enemies
illuminates the long-term development of Western ideas about the Ottomans, and about Islam.
Noel Malcolm shows how these ideas became intertwined with internal Western debates about
power, religion, society, and war. Discussions of Islam and the Ottoman Empire were thus bound
up with mainstream thinking in the West on a wide range of important topics. These Eastern
enemies were not just there to be denounced. They were there to be made use of, in arguments
which contributed significantly to the development of Western political thought.
Empires of the Sea Roger Crowley 2008-07-01 In 1521, Suleiman the Magnificent, Muslim ruler
of the Ottoman Empire at the height of its power, dispatched an invasion fleet to the Christian
island of Rhodes. This would prove to be the opening shot in an epic struggle between rival
empires and faiths for control of the Mediterranean and the center of the world. In Empires of
the Sea, acclaimed historian Roger Crowley has written his most mesmerizing work to date–a
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